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—Background information about black people in the United States.
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"In pre-historic time....Africa was not even relatively backward: it was in the lead." (3¢ 10: p14)
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"They (Whites) made them (Negroes) work in the fields as slaves. She told M.L. how cruel some white
slave-owners were. They beat the Negroes with whips. They bought and sold them like cattle. They put them in
chains." (3 4: p5)
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"American Civil War, between the North and South, followed. After four years of fighting, the north won.
The Emancipation Proclamation was passed and now, at last, the slaves were free." (3¢ 5: p60),
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"One Jim Crow law said no black child could go to school with white children. Another said Negroes could
not eat in restaurants where white people ate. Negroes could not wash their clothes in the laundries white people
used. They could not sit next to white people in movie theaters. One law even told Negroes where to sit on

buses. White people could sit anywhere. But Negroes had to sit in the back." (3 4: pp5-6)
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"With King as leader, things improved a lot for black people. ...The law says there is equality, but white
people ignore the law. The restaurants used to be open only to whites. When the law made this illegal, the
restaurants simply closed. Government schools which were integrated now have only black pupils. The white
children have been sent to private schools." (¢ 5: p61)
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